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Landscape Strategy: Leaky dam

The aim is to create an organically shaped soft boundary that
will provide habitat for local fauna, including flight corridors for
birds and bats, as well as filter views to the proposed flood
defences while keeping the maintenance at a minimum.

For the main body of the wetland the vegetation changes to a
native lowland grassland which can be mown as required but
likely once a year. Native trees are proposed on the southern
side of the site.

Closer to the stream, herbaceous species that cope with wetter
conditions are proposed to facilitate the creation of an
engineered wetland. Key component to the creation of these
wetlands are flow control dams, mainly leaky dams with the
potential for a concrete dam where a crossing could be desired.
The flow control dams will promote the retention of water
upstream to allow for mainly invertebrates to nest, breed and
overwinter.
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